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Recent
Acquisitions

Ministry in the Archives

I
am now in my third year since taking up my “mission”
appointment at the Spiritan Heritage & Archives Centre.    Being
the first lay person to work here and not knowing the Spiritans I

found myself on a steep learning curve from the get go!  It was an
induction into a unique history, culture use of language and way of
doing business.

In bringing my own objectivity and values I hope I’m helping to
document all perspectives and sides to each story.  I love working in
the archives; taking dusty boxes down and looking through books
with faded brittle pages and being transported to different times
and mission countries.  The researching and reading of files and
biographies helps paint a picture for me of an individual or event or
perhaps a unique time in the congregation’s past.  Chatting with so
many visitors and confrères adds colour to the black and white
detail of records and documents.

It is clear to me that without archives many stories would be lost,
and along with these, vital clues that allow us to reflect and interpret
our lives today. Over the past year some visiting researchers have
found the Missionary Annals hugely informative.  On page nine of
this edition Kate Brophy’s piece gives the reader a short historical
summary of the annals; between the aging covers, contained in the
differing black typefaces, are voices from the past.  Voices that can
now reach into the future, to tell their story and what they knew,
what they’d learned, what they’d seen, what they’d felt.

As the day to day work continues and tasks stretch out ahead of us
it’s good to remember what the philosopher and psychologist
William James said “The great use of life is to spend it for something
that outlasts it”.

Margaret Bluett
Archivist Assistant

Fr Tony Heerey wearing 
the Nigerian shirt, cap and 

beads he donated.

Fr Tony Little – Fr Leen’s 
Retreat Notes 1944.
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S
ince its outset in 1970 our
Archives have grown and
developed. Typical to our

archive are collections of
reports, journals,
correspondence and documents
on:

l Our Founders; Spiritan History

l Administration of the Province
– Leadership and Chapters

l Communities and Houses

l Properties – Financial and
Legal material

l Works: Education, Justice &
Peace, Ecology, SPIRASI,
KDSC etc.

l Magazines: Missionary Annals,
Outlook, Tomorrow’s
Labourers, SEDOS etc.

l Publications: General Bulletin,
Newsletter, Spiritan Life,
Spiritan Horizons etc

l Intellectual endeavours: Books
by or about Spiritans, 189
Theses 1933 – to 2014.

l CORI – IMU and many
Dioceses

l Missions: countries and the
work of evangelisation

l The European Spiritan project.

l Ceremonies, provincial
gatherings and necrology.

l Calendars and invitation cards
for events.

All of the above make for having
a very good archive of our
institutional history. However
the history of the institution
cannot tell the full Spiritan story.
It leaves many gaps; and over
our history it is our confrères
who have filled these gaps. This
is why the archive of the
personal history of each of our
members is so important.

Of our 912 archive boxes only 82
confrères have their individual
ones; only 82 from the total of
863 deceased members. 
Our Archives record our past
and our present for the use of
the future. The Spiritan story is
only partially told when we refer
only to the institutional aspects.
We must never undervalue a
confrère’s personal papers.
These are vital in capturing the
personal experiences of faith and

of Jonah, Tobit and Judith in the
Old Testament.

So what about putting your own
‘Archival Box’ together. Your
personal history may be written
from what comes out of your
‘Archival Box’ so it is important
how we fill it; what we put into it.
The following list indicates what
are considered ‘personal papers’:

l Diaries, memoires, reflections

l Correspondence, including 
e-mails

l Homilies

l Study notes

l Articles and other writings

l Photographs

l Digital media –
discs, memory sticks etc.

What you don’t need to put in to
your ‘Archival Box’ are:
duplicates of publications and
circulars, invoices, copies of
minutes, fading photocopies,
and commercially generated
materials.

Personal Histories:
Having a ‘Living Archive Box’
Brian O’Toole

Please consider visiting the
Heritage & Archive Center at
Kimmage and getting started

on your own 
‘Living Archive Box’.

Team training

mission. It is personal histories
that carry profound truths of
faith and life in the Holy Spirit.
We see this when we are asked
to discover the dynamic
presence of God by following
personal stories as in the books
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St. Mary’s
Digital 
Archives

P
rompted by the nation’s
centenary celebrations of
1916, it was felt opportune

to revisit the history of the St
Mary’s College, Rathmines.

The work of the late Fr William
A Maher, CSSp, that charted its
course from inception in 1890
right through to 1990, is
contained in a book treasured
by those fortunate enough to

have a copy. In order
to make it more
accessible to a much
wider audience, it has
been reproduced in
digital format and
uploaded to the college
website.

The same reasoning and

methodology was applied to
archive copies of the college
annuals, which chart the yearly
activities of the college from
1958 to the present day, as well
as the magazine An Realt,
which spans the years 1947 
to 1952.

Every past pupil, member of
their family, and anyone
associated with the college will
enjoy voyages of discovery and

reminiscences as they delve
into these resources. 

Fr Maher’s history
provides a great
overview. The annuals
and An Realt augment
this with a year-by-
year memoir of the
college activities.

This initiative was
brought about through

the collaboration of 
Mr Vincent McGovern (Class

of 1952) and Mr Liam Birkett
(Class of 1959).

Fr Tom Maquire
presenting 

Vinny O'Grady
with fáinne on 
6 June 1946.

Right: Fr John Flavin former
student, prefect, teacher 

and president of the College.

Pat Fitzpatrick
Bread deliveries in 1958

St. Mary’s College

Fr Frank
Barry

Michael Wasser
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Bible, Catechisms and Liturgy
Nigeria: …In 1901, Fr. Ganot with
the help of a man he called
Sami, chief of Onitsha produced
the first catechism, Katekism
Ibo, which is an exact
translation of the Catechism of
Cambrai, which was in use in
the Dioceses of France… 

In 1903 a second catechism
titled Katekisma n’okwukwe
nzuko Katolik n’asusu igbo
(Catechism of Catholic Faith in
Igbo Language), was printed in
Strasbourg, France. In the
introduction, it is explained that
the Catechism was put together

by Fr. Charles Vogler with the
substantial help of Fr. Lejeune
and indigenous catechists:
Ephrem, Agha, Samuel Epundu,
Jacob Tshukwumaka. It
contains three preliminary
pages on Igbo language
pronunciation. Later the
Katekism ik’obu nkwuzi ndi
Katolik put together by Fr.
Zappa SMA before his death in
1917 was published in 1928….

The Igbo catechism was later
simplified and improved by the
Irish missionaries with a
significant contribution from
Bishop J. B Whelan. This gave

Spiritan Missionaries as
Precursors of Inculturation
Theology in West Africa:
With Particular Reference to the 
Translation of Church Documents 
into Vernacular Languages

rise to Catechism Nke Mbu,
1951(Holy Ghost Fathers
Owerri) and Catechism Nke
Abo. 

The Spiritans in Nigeria also
invested in the production of
other prayer and hymn books.
Some outstanding ones are: Fr.
L. Treich CSSp, Livre de
prièresen langue Igbo, Onitsha,
1922 ;Ayiyo na Ukwé ndi katolik
(Ibo/Ika), P.A. Niger sup. St P.
Claver, 1928; Fr. William Doolin
CSSp, Igbo hymnal, Onitsha,
1951; Missa de Aso/Igbo,
Archidiocese of Onitsha, Dublin,
1953.

T
ext is from a paper given by Bede Uche Ukwuije, CSSp at the
15th SIST International Missiological Symposium The Missionary
Legacy of the Spiritans in West Africa. 26-29 April 2016.

Pictures are of Catechisms, Hymnals and Bible Guides from the
Kimmage Archive.
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Inculturation:
…Inculturation was also given a
prominent place in John Paul
II’s reflection in Redemptoris
Missio, 1990, when he spoke of
the insertion or incarnation of
the Gospel in the cultures of
peoples: “Through inculturation
the Church makes the Gospel
incarnate in different cultures

and at the same time
introduces peoples, together
with their cultures, into her own
community. She transmits to
them her own values, at the
same time taking the good
elements that already exist in
them and renewing them from
within. Through inculturation
the Church, for her part,

becomes a more intelligible sign
of what she is, and a more
effective instrument of
mission.”1

…Spiritans as Precursors of
Inulturation
The translation of the Bible,
catechisms and hymns in
vernacular languages marked
the beginning of the process of
inculturation. It is true that the
translations were mostly done
in view of the work of
evangelization, but turned out
as beneficial for the
development of the cultural
identity and heritage of the
peoples. More profoundly, the
Spiritan approach to local
cultures was inspired by Francis
Libermann’s radical and
innovative option for openness
to cultures and peoples…

“

”

The translation of the Bible,
catechisms and hymns in

vernacular languages marked the
beginning of the process of

inculturation.

1John Paul II, Redemptoris missio,
Encyclical Letter, Rome, 1991, n° 52.

S
ierra Leone: The Spiritan Archives in Ireland registered three
catechisms produced in Mende by confreres: Rev. L. Shields,
CSSp, Mènde hè Goloy, Hèysia, Katekisi, kè Ngulèysia ti hû,

Mende Manual of Prayer, Catechism and Hymns, Catholic Mission
Sherbro, Sierra Leone, 1931; Rev. J. Jackson, CSSp, Mu Heisia,
DiocesisLibrae Urbis et Boensis; Rev. J. Jackson, Mu Katekisi, Diocese
of Freetown and Bo, 1954. 



Fr. E. Grimes meets 
Pope Benedict XV1 in
2009.
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Pontifical Mission Societies
Fr. Séamus Galvin

Fr. Michael Hyland
1881-1930

Fr. James Mellett
1930-1932

Fr. Geoffrey O’Sullivan
1932-1934

Fr. Michael Meagher
1934-1944

Fr. Richard Harnett
1945-1959

Fr. Thomas Maguire
1960-1972

Fr. John Hourigan
1972-1978

Fr. Seamus Galvin
1978-1984

The Pontifical Mission Societies are now known as World Mission Ireland. The present director is 
Fr. Maurice Hogan ssc.

Since 1881, with the appointment of Fr. Michael Hyland Cssp Spiritans had been involved as National
Directors of the Holy Childhood Association. In 1983, Fr. Seamus Galvin Cssp also became National Director
of Propagation of the Faith, S. Peter Apostle and Pontifical Mission Union. Fr. Ed Grimes Cssp succeeded 
Fr. Galvin in 1998 as National PMS Director. In 2005, the Irish PMS Office made more than €4 million
available to assist missionary activity.

Spiritans who served as the Holy Childhood National Secretaries

In 1983, Seamus Galvin, was
appointed National Director of the
four pontifical societies namely:
Society for the Propagation of the
Faith; Society of St Peter the Apostle;
Society of the Holy Childhood; The
Missionary Union of Priests &
Religious. Fr. Galvin was succeeded
by Fr. Edward Grimes, he was
national Director from 1988 until 1998.



Writing Your Story

T
here is no need for us to get technical about
our writing by making distinctions between
memoire and autobiography. Let us simply

call it writing episodes in my life story.

Getting started:

Writing a life story means revisiting the bones of
the past. If a life story merely recites names, dates,
and facts history loses its vitality.  We need to put
our personal experiences, faces and places on the
bones.  We need to focus on describing the past
and not on manipulating it to create an acceptable
picture. 

Living doesn’t occur in a vacuum. A possible
starting point might be to write down some key
feelings that you associate with your life so far.
Then write something about each feeling and the
story behind it. It is often helpful to make a list of
your life’s key turning points—those times when
you were standing at a crossroads, maybe at a time
of a new appointment, and the new direction
marked a significant change in your life.

Another approach might be to compile a number
of scenes or episodes and then take yourself back
to them to remember details. It is good to keep
jotting memories down. It might not seem like
much at the time but it’s amazing how one memory
leads to another and allows you to go deeper into
your story. As with all writing, you may not use all
of the scenes you revisit, but that doesn’t mean
they don’t have a purpose.

Perhaps you prefer a more chronological approach
of starting with your earliest childhood memory
and moving through your story year by year or
period by period. This approach is enriched by
digging through old journals and photo albums and

piecing
together
memories
of a life
lived long ago. Try
adding information bit
by bit. Inch into the
unknown and
forgotten part of your
life. 

Keeping going: 

Hone in on the most
compelling moments, memories, and emotions.
Allow yourself to skip time, ignore meaningless
events – and get to the good stuff. Of course be
nice. But, don’t pull punches to the point that it’s
detrimental to your story; don’t get too caught up
trying to keep everybody comfortable. Chances
are, your experience is very specific, and if you try
to write it for too many different kinds of people,
the true point of it will be lost.

Do not make yourself the hero. Instead, expose
your weaknesses alongside your strengths.
Sometimes, you have to make yourself the villain.
Show where you fail, explain where you fall short,
and your candour will be appreciated.

Talk with confrères, friends and family members.
This may help to fill in blanks. In conversation you
can test one source against another. Starting with
these reliable sources, you can build sets of known
information and then span the space in between. 

When to stop:

Decide when to stop. If your mind is taxed or your
memory is tired take these as signs to stop. Writing
your story should be a pleasant and satisfying
experience. If all sources have been exhausted or if
the information becomes repetitious, you may want
to stop. 

Be content with a job well done. Remember that
you are writing the story for the future. Life stories
enlarge our Spiritan heritage to include past and
future, filling voids that have appeared with stories
and information having been lost.  Life stories give
us role models and generational perspectives for
handling crises. It is generous of you to donate
your story to our archives.

Much appreciated, Brian O’Toole
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The Missionary Annals –
An insight into Ireland’s Missionary Golden Age
Kate Brophy, History PhD student in Trinity College, Dublin

I
n August 1919 The Missionary Record of the Holy Ghost Fathers (later renamed
The Missionary Annals) was launched. In its first editorial, the magazine’s
founders informed readers that the purpose of this new undertaking was to

bring ‘to the knowledge of Irish Catholics…that our glories as a missionary race
are not all of the past, that there is a not less glorious present being achieved in
pagan Africa and elsewhere by Irish religious priests’. Public response to the
magazine surpassed all expectations with demand quickly outstripping supply.
Encouraged by the prospect of a wide circulation, it was soon decided that the
magazine would be produced monthly instead of the original plan for bi-annual
publication. Within two years circulation figures were nearing 10,000.

The Holy Ghost Fathers were
the third missionary
congregation in Ireland to
publish their own magazine,
joining The Society of African
Missions’ The African Missionary
and the Columbans’ Far East
launched in 1914 and 1918
respectively. The purpose of
such magazines was not only to
educate the Irish laity about the
missions but also to secure
donations and vocations.

wider upsurge in Irish
missionary zeal. Mission-
sending congregations
flourished with a steady flow of
recruits and generous financial
support from the laity.
Missionary activity became a
cornerstone of Irish national
identity and was regularly held
up as one of the country’s
success stories. Missionary zeal
became an integral feature of a
distinct Irish Catholic culture
that reached its peak in the late
1950s by which time the
circulation of The Missionary
Annals had reached an
impressive 80,000 copies per
month.

My research asks both how and
why Ireland embraced
missionary activity with such
unparalleled enthusiasm. In
seeking to answer these broad
questions the Spiritan archive
has proved to be invaluable.
The meticulously kept records
have provided a wealth of
relevant material and afforded
me otherwise unavailable
insights into Ireland’s
missionary golden age. The
centre provides an ideal
workspace to conduct research
and the staff are exceptionally
accommodating and
knowledgeable. 

Whilst Ireland had been sending
small numbers of missionaries
to non-Christian countries since
the mid-nineteenth century,
widespread popular support for
such endeavours did not
emerge until the first decades
of the twentieth century.

These magazines not only
satisfied the growing public
appetite for missionary
literature but also stimulated a

Spiritan Mission Resource & Heritage Centre – Glowing Embers
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Spiritans serving in the 
Irish Misssionary Union

The IMU came into being in 1970 as a
collaborative network of 85 missionary
sending congregations and two lay
organisations: Viatores Christi and
Volunteer Missionary Movement. Fr Willie
Jenkinson was its first Executive Secretary
who greatly helped to advance a broader
view of mission. Our archival records
shows that Fr Willie with Dr T.K. Whitaker,
Governor of the Central bank, were key
players in the process that led up to the
establishment of APSO in 1974 (Agency
for Personal Services for Developing
Countries). Fr Jenkinson went on to serve
as Executive Director of SEDOS (Service
of Documentation and Studies), in Rome,
from 1980 till 1992.

At the IMU Fr Enda Watters took over as
Leader in 1987 and was followed by Fr
Paddy Dundon in 1992. Their tenures saw
missionary orders pioneering in
development work which has been built
upon by NGOs and by the Irish Aid
programmes.

Fr Ray Maher served at the ‘Justice and
Development Desk’ from 1989 – 92. He
was involved in implementing new ways of
being missionary which were inspired by
the Knock Congress of 1979 ‘A New
Missionary Era’ which promoted the ideas
that… Aid and development co-operation
is about technical solutions… but when we
use the word ‘justice’ to describe the
relationship between rich and poor
countries it is a move upwards to a
different plane. It is no longer the crumbs
from the rich man’s table which are being
scrambled for but a place at that table
which must be given…

Fr Brian O’Toole (2007-13) headed up
“IMU JPIC”– Justice, Peace, and Integrity
of Creation. During this time the IMU
concerns extended to the contemporary
issues of: Trafficking in People; Land-
Grabbing and Food Speculation; Climate
Change and Earth Justice.

Fr Jenkinson receives an award from the Kenya Wmbassador for
services to refugees, 2008.

Frs Enda Watters, Bill Jenkinson

Fr Ray Maher Fr Paddy Dundon Fr Brian O'Toole

The IMU (The Irish Missionary Union) and CORI (Conference of Religious of Ireland) have
amalgamated forming AMRI (The Association of Missionaries & Religious of Ireland). 
The Secretary General of AMRI is Sr Liz Murphy RSM.



Missionary Legacy Gleanings
of the Past Fifty Years
‘Let us not be robbed of the joy of evangelization! I invite you
to immerse yourself in the joy of the Gospel and nurture a love
that can light up your vocation and your mission. I urge each of
you to recall, as if you were making an interior pilgrimage, that
“first love” with which the Lord Jesus Christ warmed your heart,
not for the sake of nostalgia but in order to persevere in joy.’
Pope Francis’ message for the 88th World Mission Day, 2014.

Our archive is replete with
stories of Spiritans who went to
places where hope had seemed
to have been snuffed out and
who had the resources and
practical know-how to retrieve
hopeless situations. Spiritan
missionaries doing their work
without preference or favour;
the characteristic that sets them
apart is the love that they have
for the poor. They are so
effective in the field because
they concentrate on doing what
they can; not what they would
like to do, but on what is
achievable. To be able to
prioritise when everything is a
matter of life and death is the
ultimate test of compassion and
it is one that Spiritan
missionaries pass with flying
colours unseen, and unnoticed,
in the most forbidding corners of
our planet every day.

The last thirty years have seen
incredible change internally and
externally for Irish Spiritan
Missionaries. In one sense
mission has come full circle with
the creation in Dublin in 2006 of
a new association called
Missionaries in Ireland (MII).
Mission used to be a one-way

street, from Europe and North
America to Africa, Latin America
and Asia. Something exciting is
happening in mission today.
Missionaries are now coming
from the ‘younger churches’ of
the southern hemisphere to
countries such as Ireland. This, is
sometimes called  ‘reverse
mission’ which  is welcomed as
an exchange of energies in
which all have something to give
and something to receive. This
process does not take away
from the movement whereby the
laity is now becoming much
more involved in the Church’s
ministry. The laity’s involvement
in ministry arises legitimately
from the baptismal calling and
not because of a lack of priests.

Our archive contains 12 boxes of
files, reports and newsletters
which tell the story of the Irish
Missionary Union down through
the years. The story begins with
the founding of the IMU parent
organisation Mission Service
Centre in 1959. What follows in
this article are gleanings from
these files on Irish missionary
legacy from the perspective of:
health; ecology; justice,

development and liberation;
development education;
reconciliation, interculturality,
and inter-religious dialogue;
third-level institutions; religious
education and spiritual guidance
and spirituality centres

Medicine and health
education
Sr Dr Anne Ward of the Medical
Missionaries of Mary (MMM)
made a valuable contribution to
gynaecological practice whilst
working in a remote area of
eastern Nigeria. During the
course of her work there she
pioneered a type of remedial
surgery for young women
damaged by having a child when
they were too young. 

More than fifty years earlier, in
the 1940s, Dr Joseph Barnes,
who worked as a lay missionary
with the MMMs in the eastern
part of Nigeria, did pioneering
work in treating leprosy which
was widespread at the time.

Carmelite priest, the late  Dr
Robert McCabe, had for years
been running health clinics for
the local Turkana people in the
desert area in the north of
Kenya. 

In recent years, the Medical
Missionaries, the Holy Rosary
Sisters, the Franciscan
Missionaries for Africa and many
other congregations of sisters
who had been working in
hospitals have moved out into
more remote areas and are
doing really valuable pioneering
work in public health and in
health education amongst the
communities located there. 

Irish missionary sisters are the
driving force behind the
treatment and prevention of
HIV/AIDS in Africa. Dr Miriam

“

”

Missionaries are now coming from
the ‘younger churches’ of the

southern hemisphere to countries
such as Ireland. 

“

”

Our archive contains 12 boxes of
files, reports and newsletters

which tell the story of the Irish
Missionary Union down through

the years.
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Over the past forty years, Irish
missionaries in Brazil and other

Latin American countries, as well
as in the Philippines, have been
deeply involved in the work of

liberation. 

Duggan of the  Franciscan
Sisters for Africa  has earned
international recognition for her
innovative and highly successful
approach to AIDS prevention,
which helped to turn the tide
against AIDS in Uganda, and
which she later brought to South
Africa. Sr Dr Maura O’Donohue
(MMM) gained international
recognition as a specialist in
HIV/AIDS treatment during her
tenure with CAFOD (Catholic
Agency for Overseas
Development). 

Fr Michael J. Kelly SJ, former
professor of education in Lusaka
University, has worked as a
missionary in Zambia for fifty
years. He is recognised
internationally for his expert
knowledge of the effects of
AIDS and other epidemics in
Africa. 

Ecology
Columban Father, Sean
McDonagh’s, intellectual
achievement is the practical
application of his research. His
knowledge is the motivation for
his relentless campaigning on
ecological issues and for the
establishment of  degree
courses which  he has organized
in conjunction with Professor
John Feehan (UCD). 

Michael Long SPS, is deeply
committed to innovative
ecological work albeit in a
wetland area of Tipperary rather
than on an international scale.
He and his fellow-workers are
safeguarding endangered
species and raising ecological
awareness amongst many
groups of school-pupils who visit
the project. 

Justice, development and
liberation
Many Irish missionaries – priests,
brothers, sisters, and lay
missionaries – have played a key
role in the widespread adoption
and development of what is
called the ‘psycho-social
method’. Inspired by the work of
the Brazilian educator Paulo
Freire, this approach to the
promotion of justice,
development and liberation was
developed by Anne Hope and
Sally Timmel, both members of
the international lay women’s
movement called ‘The Grail’.
Whilst working with local
development workers, first in
Kenya and later in Zimbabwe
and South Africa, they
developed simple exercises
which are used by local people
on-the-ground’ to study the root
causes of poverty and
oppression, and then to organize
themselves to work for justice
and liberation.

Sr Miriam O’Brien, a Sister of St
Louis, brought the psycho-social
method to Liberia, sponsored at
first by the Jesuit Refugee
Service.

Over the past forty years, Irish
missionaries in Brazil and other
Latin American countries, as well
as in the Philippines, have been
deeply involved in the work of
liberation. 

Although  they were not the
ones who ‘invented’ liberation
theology they use these ideas
and have developed them ‘on
the ground’ in many places.
Particularly striking is the
innovative work done in the
poor areas all around the great
cities of these countries by the
Spiritans, the Holy Rosary
Sisters, the Medical Missionaries
of Mary, the Christian Brothers,
the Redemptorists, the
Columbans, the  Kiltegan
Fathers   and a host of other
missionaries. 

The cry for justice of the late Fr
Niall O’Brien, a Columban Father
imprisoned in the 1980s by the
Marcos regime in the Philippines,
was heard worldwide, through
his writing and his broadcasts. In
recent years, his fellow
Columban, Fr Shay Cullen, has
become known all over the
world and has even been
nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize for his PREDA institute,
which rescues Philippine children
trafficked into sexual slavery. Fr
Shay is now the recipient of The
Hugh O’Flaherty International
Humanitarian Award.

Kiltegan missionary, Padraig O
Maille, played a key role in
challenging and eventually
ousting the dictatorial and
repressive regime of Hastings
Banda in Malawi, which was
outlined in his book, Living
dangerously (1999).

It was Irish Spiritan missionaries
with  John O’Loughlin Kennedy
and Kay Kennedy, who
established the major relief and
development agency now called
Concern Worldwide; and
missionaries have played a major
part in its history. One thinks
especially of the two Doheny
brothers, Fr Mike and Fr Kevin,
as well as Fr Tony Byrne and
Raymond Kennedy. Many Irish
missionaries have also played a
big part in the life of the Irish
Church’s official Catholic
development agency Trócaire –
working on its committees and,
of course, establishing many of
the significant projects which it

“

”

Many Irish missionaries – priests, brothers, sisters, and lay missionaries –
have played a key role in the widespread adoption and development of what

is called the ‘psycho-social method’.



“

”

The ‘Spirasi’ programme, set up in
Dublin by Spiritan missionaries,
offers an invaluable service to
asylum-seekers and refugees,

particularly in the rehabilitation
and care of survivors of torture.

“

”

Nearly thirty years ago, returned
missionaries brought the psycho-
social method back to Ireland and

established the ‘Partners in
Mission’ agency, later called

‘Partners Training for
Transformation’, or simply

‘Partners’.
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supports. Various Irish
missionaries are also involved in
many of the smaller relief and
development agencies. 

Furthermore, missionaries have
had a significant involvement in
the ‘Debt and Development’
project and in lobbying
government on key
development issues. Kevin
O’Hara is a Kiltegan missionary
working in Nigeria. Appalled by
the exploitative oil-drilling of
Shell in the Niger Delta, he
pioneered an innovative justice-
and-ecology project that
challenged Shell, not only ‘on the
ground’, but also in their
corporate headquarters in
London. 

Sr Majella McCarron OLA works
tirelessly in opposition to the
Royal Dutch Shell company pipe
line in the West of Ireland. Sr
Majella befriended the activist
Ken Saro-Wiwa’s in the early
1990s as they monitored
western oil firms operating in his
Ogoni tribal homeland in the
Niger Delta. In 1995 Ken’s
execution by hanging along with
those of eight fellow activists,
aroused international
condemnation. 

Bringing it back home
Nearly thirty years ago, returned
missionaries brought the
psycho-social method back to
Ireland and established the
‘Partners in Mission’ agency,
later called ‘Partners Training for
Transformation’, or simply
‘Partners’. 

In 2001, Maureen Sheehy

published the Partners
companion to training for
transformation. In 2007, she and
two other members of the staff
in ‘Partners’, Frank Naughton
and Collette O’Regan, published
the handbook, Partners
intercultural companion to
training for transformation. Fr
Donal Dorr SPS study of Catholic
social teaching,  was published
under the title, Option for the
Poor and for the Earth (2012), as
well his books Integral
spirituality (1990) and The social
justice agenda (1991), were
written specifically as
background resource material
for missionaries and others
engaged in this kind of work for
justice and liberation.

Meanwhile, Dr Noel Bradley, who
worked for years with the
‘Training for Transformation’
programme in Nigeria, has
continued this work since his
return to Ireland, working with
isolated men in rural Co.
Donegal. 

The original ‘Partners’
programme also branched out
into ‘Partners in Faith’, founded
by returned missionary the late
Ciaran Earley (OMI) and Gemma
Mc Kenna. Using the psycho-
social method, the programme
works for the personal and social
development of adults from a
faith perspective, particularly in
areas where there is a lot of
poverty and deprivation. 

John O’Connell worked as a
Columban missionary in the
Philippines where he developed
a deep commitment to
empowerment of the poor.
Returning to Ireland he went to
work with the Traveller
community and founded the
Dublin Travellers Education and
Development Group. This led on
to the establishment of the
Pavee Point Project and the Irish
Travellers Movement. Sadly,
John died in 1999 but his project
has continued to flourish.

Equally, the late Sr Helena
Brennan of the Holy Child
Sisters, having returned from

Africa, did remarkable work
while living with Travellers in
Dublin. 

Fr Sean Healy (SMA) and Sr
Brigid Reynolds (SM) worked on
justice issues in northern Nigeria.
After their return to Ireland they
did all of us a wonderful service
as the justice spokespersons of
the Conference of Religious of
Ireland (CORI), providing well-
documented research. The now
head up Social Justice Ireland.

Reconciliation,
interculturality, and 
inner-religious dialogue
Justice work has led on to
reconciliation work and to the
promotion of inter-cultural and
inter-religious dialogue. 
Fr Kieran Flynn SMM, and 
Sr Kathleen McGarvey OLA
having returned from work in
Nigeria, have specialised in both
the theology and the practice of
dialogue between Christians and
Muslims. The Columban Fr Frank
Hore, having engaged in
reconciliation and dialogue work
between Christians and Hindus
at first in Fiji, and then in many
other areas of conflict, has
produced the valuable
Handbook of intercultural
resources. Meanwhile, another
Kiltegan,  Fr Tommy Hayden,
working with Maureen Grant, has
designed and conducted
valuable workshops on
interculturality for missionaries,
in African countries as well as at
home in Europe.

The ‘Spirasi’ programme, set up
in Dublin by Spiritan
missionaries, offers an invaluable
service to asylum-seekers and
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returned missionaries of new
types of retreat and reflection
centres; the following are
examples. 

‘An Tobar’ is a retreat and
renewal centre run by Spiritan
Pater Conaty at Ardbraccan,
Navan, where people can come
for various formal or informal
courses or celebrations. In
Glendalough, Fr Michael Rodgers
SPS runs the ‘Tearmann
Spirituality Centre’. It is sacred
place where spiritual ‘searchers’
of all kinds come and spend a
time of quite reflection, with as
little or as much guidance as
they wish. 

Finally, there is the ‘Slí an Chroí’
centre, run by Fr Seamus
Whitney. It is a place where
individuals or groups can come
to nourish the spirit through
silence and sharing, with no
imposed agenda. 

The duty to maintain an archive
– a place of memory is
something we owe to those who
have gone before us; not to let
them or their experiences lapse
into oblivion. ‘To be forgotten is
to die twice’ – Paul Ricoeur. We
owe it to ourselves and to those
who follow us to seek a future
that improves on past failure,
builds on past successes and
keeps faith with past
experiences. Hope is our rich
heritage; hope in our capacity
for reinvention and renewal.
‘Changes are the imperceptible
tendencies to divergence that,
when they have reached a
certain point, become visible
and bring about
transformations….. The moment
of metamorphosis remains
enigmatic. If we are to work with
social change and development,
with transformation and
transition, then it may help to
form an approach to that place
of silent mystery…Where
butterfly wings are grown within
the shroud of the caterpillar’s
concealment’. (Alan Kaplan,
Development practitioners and
social process- artists of the
invisible) London, Pluto Press,
2002, pp 53, 135).

“

”

In recent years, large number of Irish missionaries have taken specialised
courses in spiritual direction or ‘accompaniment’.

refugees, particularly in the
rehabilitation and care of
survivors of torture.

Seamus Farrell worked as a
missionary, first in northern
Nigeria and then in South Africa.
Having been involved for some
time in the ‘Towards
Understanding and Healing
Project’ at the University of
Ulster, he moved on to a very
innovative Northern Ireland
reconciliation programme called
‘The Junction’; and he has
written important reports on it.
More recently, he has branched
into the area of peer mediation
by pupils in schools, and has co-
authored the book, Peer
mediation in primary schools. 

The fact that the  two lay
missionary  organisations
Viatores Christi and Volunteer
Missionary Movement have not
just survived, but thrived, is a
tribute to successive generations
of inspired and idealistic
Christians who, over so many
years, have devoted much time
and energy to recruiting,
training, and supporting
hundreds of lay missionaries
working in difficult mission
situations. On their return, many
of these committed people have
become involved in working for
justice at home, frequently
playing an active role in the
campaigning organisation
Comhlamh (Irish for ‘solidarity’). 

Third-level institutions
The Kimmage Development
Studies Centre, founded in 1974
by the Spiritans, attracts
development activists of all
ages, religions, and cultural
backgrounds from all over the
world, who do valuable study
and research. This institution can
be seen as a major product of
the Irish missionary enterprise. 

The Kimmage Institute of
Theology and Cultures, created

and staffed by a consortium of
Irish missionary organisations,
has made an important
intellectual contribution to the
specialised education of
missionaries from home and
abroad. It later became a distinct
department in the Milltown
Institute of Philosophy and
Theology and its staff have
produced a number of
significant books in this
specialized field.

Religious education and
spiritual guidance
Two Kiltegan Fathers, Leo
Traynor and Noel McGeeney,
working in northern Nigeria in
partnership with Moses Alokpa
and Jonathan Ekhator, have
designed a programme called
‘Sharing Education and Learning
for Life’. They have also
produced a 274 page manual of
creative exercises to enable
facilitators to lead young
Christians through this
programme. 

Needless to say, many Irish
missionaries have devoted
endless years to translating the
Bible and other religious
educational materials into local
languages – producing
grammars and dictionaries of
these languages, and also
studies of their respective
cultures. 

In recent years, large number of
Irish missionaries have taken
specialised courses in spiritual
direction or ‘accompaniment’. By
doing this they are making a
major intellectual contribution to
people in developing countries
who are looking for spiritual
guidance in their lives. 

Spirituality centres
One of the most creative
developments in recent years
has been the setting up by



Spiritan Mission Resource & Heritage Centre Newsletter – Embers

14 – May 2017

From the Archives…

Mission month, October 2016 saw the
launch of ‘The Legacy of Irish
Missionaries Lives On’ by Matt Moran.

This book is a tribute to the work of Irish
missionaries. It also deals with the role of
faith in international development, the work
on advocacy, social justice and climate
change by religious at the UN, the
increasing role of lay missionaries, parish
twinning as a new bridge and link
between communities in Ireland and
developing countries, and the how
missionary development remains an
integral part of Ireland’s overseas aid
programme. The foreword was written by former
president, Mary Robinson who is now UN Special Envoy on El Niño
and Climate Change.

We thank Quan Quy Nguyen Cssp
for all his services during his
volunteering 2016-17. We enjoyed
having his smile around and will
miss his great IT skills. Quan
presented the Heritage Centre
with the beautiful picture of Our
Lady of La Vang.

Fr. Michel Archangle Nkong
from the Cameroon province
has now completed the
programme for the MA in
Historical Archives at Maynooth
University. We wish Fr. Michel
every success in his future
endeavours.

Our Lady of La Vang
(Vietnamese: Dú’c Me. La Vang) refers to a
reported Marian apparition in 1798 when
Catholics were being persecuted and killed.
The Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady of La
Vang is situated in Central Vietnam. 
On June 19, 1998, Pope John Paul 11 publicly
expressed his wish that the La Vang Basilica
be rebuilt in commemoration of the 200th
anniversary of the first vision. 

Fr. Brendan Heeran gifted the
Centre with one of his crosses
made from paper. Brendan
learned this craft of papier-
mâché in classes held by a
Spiritan Associate from Brazil,
Maria Jésus de Souza, who was
on a work placement in Ireland.

Fr. Brendan also presented the
centre with two commerative
books celebrating the 500th
anniversary of The Book of
Fenagh, based on a collection
of poems
called the
Old Book of
Caillin, it was
collated in
1516.

Maria Jésus de Souza
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Fr. Michael A. Kelly
1880-1931

Fr. Dan Walsh
1880-1918

From Embers 2 – Other Army Chaplains

From Embers 2 – Other Novice Masters

K
immage was opened on 
3 September 1911. On 5
September 1911 the novitiate

began with Fr. Michael A Kelly as novice
master. Fr. Dan Walsh followed as
novice master in 1912. From 1924 until
1933 Kimmage was used exclusively as a
novitiate. The new novitiate moved to
Kilshane in 1933.

Fr. Sean BARRY
1907-1990
In 1942 Fr. Sean Barry answered
the call and became a military
chaplain with the Allied forces.
From 1943. 

Fr. Walter FINN
1899-1972
Fr. Walter Finn served with the
8th Army in North Africa, Greece
and Italy. After he had returned to
civil life, he kept in close contact
with such ex-combatants'
activities as the R.A.F. Benevolent
Fund.

Fr. Sean EGAN
1939-2015
Fr. Sean Egan served as a chaplain
at Dover Air Force Base, Delaware
in 1978 and at Okinawa, Japan in
1979. He was a chaplain/teacher in
the US Air Force in San Antonio,
Texas from 1982-1991.

Fr. Hugh was ordained in 1889 and was
appointed the following year to the newly
founded school and community at
St. Mary’s, Rathmines. He taught mostly
music and art, these remaining his
specialities through life. In 1916, Fr. Evans
was called on to serve as Master of
novices. He was also appointed Superior
of the whole community at Kimmage. His
input in council meetings and above all his
cultured and humane approach to life were
influential. He strove to foster an
atmosphere of refinement in taste and
behaviour and a love for what was
beautiful. He did much to improve the
grounds and buildings in Kimmage, adding
a new elegant wing in 1929. Fr. Evans was
novice master from 1916 until 1933. 

Congratulation to Fr. Tom Raftery 
on his recently published booklet

telling the life story of 
Fr. Hugh Evans, 1860-1943.



Stewardship includes all aspects of 
the Province’s heritage.  

Special attention will be given to 
libraries, archives and our 

spiritual patrimony.
Irish Chapter 2012, No. 52


