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“It is Christ who works in time 
and who writes his history, so 
that our pieces of paper are 
echoes and vestiges of this 
passage of the Lord Jesus in  
the world.”  

(Pope Paul VI to ecclesiastical archivists 
26/09/63) 

A
s guardians of the echoes and 
vestiges, archivists and historians 
have a major responsibility for safeguarding not just fragile pieces of 

paper but the stories of fragile men and women, since “we hold this 
treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing power may be of God and 
not from us.” (2 Cor. 4:7). When we read the daily concerns and struggles 
of our predecessors, we are reminded how much our own faith in Christ is 
lived in the daily. There is much to admire. 

Even more important is to invite others to contribute to the archives 
through their own individual stories which echo the stories of God’s people 
across the biblical narratives. Paul Ricoeur argues that “narrative is not free 
of normative, evaluative and prescriptive dimensions. The theory of reading 
warns us that the persuasive strategy employed by the narrator tries to 
impose on the reader a view of the world which is never ethically neutral, 
but which rather implicitly or explicitly induces a new evaluation of the 
world and of the reader himself.” So, we cannot underestimate the power of 
story. 

God certainly writes in crooked lines as we can see from the early history of 
our congregation. From a major stumbling block in the path of Francis 
Libermann, the Society of the Holy Spirit becomes a means to an end after 
the fusion. How others perceive Libermann’s openness to creativity and one 
of the sons of Libermann who sees new perspectives in counselling and 
formation we have a rich narrative to contemplate and even emulate. So 
share your stories with us. We will hear them, read them and perhaps be 
pushed to emulate them. “We may like a story or a history just because it is 
true to life as we see it, but that story may be far from telling the whole 
story. A story may be all the better precisely because it is not true to life as 

commonly recognized.” (Amos Wilder) 

Fr. Brendan Cogavin

Fr Brendan Cogavin C.S.Sp.
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to work in the colonies to the Ministry of the Marine.  
Fr Fourdinier blocked the requests of Francis 
Libermann for placements of his missionaries, saying 
that Libermann’s men were too young and unproven. 

While Fr Fourdinier as superior general had an exclusive 
mandate over priests in French colonies, however, due 
to the distances involved, he was unable to monitor 
their pastoral activities. In order to resolve this difficulty 
he proposed that priests serving in the colonies should 
become members of the Holy Spirit Congregation. This 
proposal received the agreement of Rome (Propaganda 
Fide) and of the French Government. But Rome insisted 
on the absolute freedom of each priest to enter the 
Society or remain outside. Very few priests responded 
positively to this proposal. They felt that the obligation 

of a one-year novitiate, community life and the 
sharing of financial resources had never been 

part of their vocation as diocesan priests. 

When Fourdinier died in 1845, he had 
resolutely blocked Francis Libermann 
on all fronts. This is why when Bishop 
Edward Barron from Philadelphia, 
(born in Lismore), invited 
Libermann to take part in a 
missionary enterprise in West 
Africa he accepted. Libermann 
undertook the mission in Guinea 
because all attempts to enter the 
French colonies in order to help 
the slaves there had been blocked 

by Fourdinier of the Holy Spirit 
Society. In desperation Francis 

Libermannin cooperated with Bishop 
John Brady, (born in Cavan), and this 

resulted in the Perth, Australia fiasco. 

Fr Nicholas Warnet was the eight superior 
general (7 January – 16 May 1845) He 
resigned in favour of Fr Alexandre Leguay 

A Glance at Spiritan History 1805-1848
Fr Brian O’Toole CSSp

Fr Jean-Marie Duflos

B
etween 1788 and 1845 the congregation of the 
Holy Spirit was led by men who came from the 
same family. Superior General Fr Duflos passed 

over the mantle of authority to his nephew Fr Jacques-
Madeleine Bertout who was succeeded by his nephew 
Fr Amable Fourdinier. 

The fifth superior general (1788-1805), Jean-Marie 
Duflos could not sustain the mission of the 
congregation during the great Revolution. However, the 
sixth superior general (1805-1832), Jacques-Madeleine 
Bertout revived it again when Napoleon came to power. 
During the tenure of Fr Jaques Bertout: 

l The Holy Spirit Congregation and Seminary’s sole 
purpose became the provision of pastoral ministry 
in the French colonies. 

l The return of the mother-house was 
negotiated on 8 December 1822, thirty 
years after its confiscation. 

l The new edition of the Rules & 
Constitutions received Roman 
approval on 7 February 1824 
ninety years after the first rule 
had received legal approval in 
1724. 

In December 1832 Fr Amable 
Fourdinier at forty-four years of 
age succeeded his deceased uncle 
and became the seventh superior 
general (1832-1845). The Holy Spirit 
Congregation had only three members 
at this time. 

In many respects Fr Fourdinier was the 
adversary of Francis Libermann. It was the 
right of the superior general of the Holy Spirit 
to forward the names of all priests who were Fr Jaques Bertout

Fr Amable Fourdinier
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Fr Nicholas Warnet

and then acted as this man’s assistant, who advised on 
missionary affairs. When Fr Warnet died at the age of 
sixty-eight in 1862 he was the last remaining Holy Spirit 
priest. 

Fr Warnet had been a friend of the Le Vavasseur family 
when he had been a missionary in Reunion. He acceded 
to the suggestion of the Minister of the Marine to give 
Francis Libermann permission to lay down the 
foundations of his first mission schools in Gorée. This 
decision was subsequently opposed by Fr Lequay and 
Libermann was forced to transfer his missionaries from 
Gorée, Senegal to Cape Verde. 

The ninth superior general, Fr Alexandre Lequay (1845-
1848) was neither a member of the Holy Spirit 
Congregation nor a former student of the Seminary. He 
was in fact vicar general of the southern French diocese 
of Montpelier. He was fifty-one years of age. Following 
the initiative taken by Fr Fourdinier he drew up a plan 
to admit into the Seminary only those who wished to 
become members of the Society. He wrote to 
all past students of the Seminary inviting 
them to consider joining the Society. He 
received only ten positive answers. At 
this time the Holy Spirit Society had 
nine members. Fr Lequay wrote a 
new draft of the 1824 Rule and 
introduced the following 
modifications: 

l There was no mention of 
preference for poor students, 

l The sole aim of the society and 
seminary was to provide 
personnel for overseas missions, 

l The Seminary became the 
formation house of the Holy Spirit 
Society, 

l The Society had two branches, full 
members with deliberative voting rights 
and associates having only consultative 
voting rights, 

l As there was no longer a distinction between the 
society and the seminary they were no longer under 
the jurisdiction of the archbishop of Paris but were 
subject to the authority of the Propaganda Fide. 

This new edition of the Rule received the approbation 
of the Propaganda Fide at the end of February 1848  
(Fr Lequay had resigned at the end of January 1848).  
Fr Alexander Lequay returned to his diocese where he 
gave eighteen further years of service. He died in 
February 1866. 

Fr Alexander Monnet was the tenth superior general 
(for a nine month period, March to November 1848). He 
was thirty-six years of age. He had been a missionary in 
Bourbon where he had worked well with the 
missionaries of the Holy Heart of Mary. He had entered 
the Holy Spirit Society as an associate on 2 June 1847. 
Fr Monnet was inexperienced; he lacked the diplomacy 
to lead others and he got himself into a lot of trouble 

with the Ministry of the Marine. As a consequence 
he approached Libermann about the possible 

union of their communities. Fr Jean-
Baptiste Loewenbruck was appointed to 

negotiate with Francis Libermann about 
this proposal.  

On 4 September 1848 there was a 
special consistory of cardinals in 
Rome to agree to the union 
between the Congregation of the 
Holy Spirit led by Fr Alexander 
Monnet and that of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, led by 
Fr Francis Libermann. 

Prints of superior generals, with 
kind permission for reproduction, 

Congrégation du Saint Espirit – 
Archives Générales, Chevilly-Larue

Fr Alexander Monnet

Fr Alexandre Lequay
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R
arely does someone appear 
on the world stage who has 
an original and creative mind 

whose ideas are far ahead of their 
time and who has the personality 
to make their ideas resonate for 
years after. Such an individual was 
the venerable Libermann. 

…In Libermann there were three 
outstanding characteristics, which 
entitle him to be called Apostle of 
our time. Libermann saw the 
activity of God in the development 
of history. He had a great sense of 
God’s all-pervading presence, and 
saw all men as possessing an 
historic destiny.  

…In the training of priests of his 
own congregation, the venerable 
Libermann foresaw future needs 
and allowed for changes in the 
mentality of the young men who 
came to him. He wrote: ‘These days 
the education of seminarians must 
be totally different from the 

The Venerable Francis Libermann and 
Modern Thought

by Sister M. Aquinas Healy, R.S.M. The Catholic World, (1962)

[Two articles by Sr Healy are to be found in the H&A collection of Fr Dan Murphy (1890-1988) if you would 
like a copy of the full articles please apply to archives@kimmagemanor.ie]

methods in vogue before the 
revolution of 1793. Experience 
shows that the old approach is no 
longer applicable’.  

…Another outstanding 
characteristic of his was his 
profound respect for the unique 
person of every human being. He 
was opposed to an empty 
formalism that cramps 
development of personality and 
rejected accidental forms that had 
grown meaningless with the 
passage of time. He had no use for 
blind attachment to mere tradition. 
Rigid rules and narrow limitations 
imposed on others by well-meaning 
but not always intelligent minds, he 
saw as detrimental to proper 
individual development. He wrote 
to a young priest who worried 
about obedience: ‘The fact that you 
differ from your superior in your 
opinions and give expression to 
such ideas has nothing to do with 
obedience.”’ 

…The third aspect of Libermann’s 
genius was his amazing insight into 
the problems of the soul, especially 
to the most neglected. He became 
an example to all who know from 
experience the agony of nervous 
afflictions, and the patron of those 
who work for their relief. This 
insight combined with his desire to 
help the suffering, led him to see 
that love and concern for the 
afflicted is the basis of all healing. 
The poor and the wealthy were 
helped by him. He emphasized 
calmness, moderation and serenity 
to free the personality from the 
flow of impressions that can induce 
anxiety and neurosis. 

Today the sons of the Venerable 
Libermann are trained in his spirit 
and ideals and strive as their 
founder did to be apostles not of a 
bygone age, but of the present, 
meeting the needs of their own 
times.
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D
uring the first half of the last 
century, the Irish Province 
produced a number of men 

who gained reputations in the Irish 
Church as retreat givers, lecturers 
in philosophy and theology, and as 
spiritual directors. Among them 
would be Frs Edward and James 
Leen and John Kearney. Another 
name can be added to the list, 
Hubert Farrell. But he moved in 
very different circles to the other 
confrères and his interests 
encompassed a much wider area of 
study. His papers, which are kept in 
Kimmage, Heritage & Archives, 
reflect a man who was in many 
ways ahead of his time in terms of 
his views on spirituality, 
psychology and formation. 

Herbert ‘Bertie’ Farrell was born in 
Dublin in 1891. Educated in Synge 
Street and in St  Mary’s, Rathmines, 
he was the first vocation to the 
Congregation from there. All his 
formation years were spent in 
France resulting in his deep 
knowledge of the language and an 
interest in French philosophy. His 
career brought him from Kimmage 
Manor to Blackrock, to Rockwell, to 
Tanzania, back to Ireland, to Kenya, 
to Duquesne, and to retirement in 
Kimmage. 

Fr Herbert J. Farrell

Fr Herbert Farrell on mission in Tanzania circa 1935.

Fr Herbert Farrell

He also delved into philosophy and 
theology, giving retreats and 
lectures on various spiritual issues 
to Catholics and non-Catholics. He 
is also credited with the surge in 
vocations to the Congregation at 
that time. In 1942 he gave a series 
of lectures on the Liturgy, in the 
Central Catholic Library in Dublin 
which were later published in ‘Irish 
Ecclesiastical Studies’. Other 
articles were published in the 
‘Homiletics Review’. 

Perhaps he spread his interests too 
wide. He had a curiosity about 
many things but perhaps he might 
have been better off to have 
concentrated on one or two areas. 
His great gifts seem to have been 
as a communicator and as a 
counsellor. The archival papers are 
evidence of the many people he 
helped. Some of his writings are of 
his day but others are very forward 
looking which would suggest why 
he did not fit easily into the Church 
structures of that time.

His psychological interests were 
strongly influenced by a French 
psychologist, Emile Coue. Coue is 
not much regarded now but he had 
a major following in his time. His 
basic idea was that much of our 
medical ailments have non-medical 
causes and could be cured in non-
medical ways. A person has the 
psychological ability to overcome 
physical ailments. Farrell used 
many of his ideas in his counselling 
work. Though his ideas were not 
always acceptable to the 
psychological and medical 
communities, he helped many 
people to cope with their life 
better. He seems to have been a 
very good counsellor. 

His views on seminary formation 
were in some ways ahead of his 
time. He believed human maturity 
came before spiritual maturity. His 
two stints as a director in 
formation, in the junior 
scholasticate in Blackrock, and in 
the junior seminary in Kenya, left a 
very positive impression on his 
young charges. 

Fr Pat Palmer CSSp
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1. Spiritan House 1989-1990  
2. Provincials at Irish Chapter 2012 (L-R) Frs. Brian Starken,  

Martin Keane, Marc Whelan, Brian McLaughlin, Pat Palmer 
3. Foley Family (L-R) Frs Paddy Foley CSSp, Gerry Foley CSSp,  

Edward Michael Foley OP and their sister Patricia 
4. Fr Kevin Corrigan, Nazareth House 
5. Frs Seán O’Leary, Martin Keane 
6. Refugee Year 1990 Fr Des Arigho CSSp and Pope John Paul II 

after cycle from Carrick-On-Shannon Ireland to Rome 
7. European Congress of Spiritan Associates, Dublin 2015 
8. Frs John Fogarty, Niall Colgan, Dick Olin, John Brown, 

Pat Palmer 
9. 1950 Ordination in Clonliffe College 

10. Bishop Michael Cleary CSSp, Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, 
Bishop John O’Riordan CSSp, 2006 Chapter, Emmaus 

11. Assigned to Nairobi, Frs John Mahon, Paddy Carroll,  
Stan Lovett, Raymond O’Neill 

12. Fr Pat Doody, Bro Conleth, Nazareth House 
13. Kilshane, Fr Pearse Maloney with novices 
14. Priestly Ordination of Fr Samson Mann, Kimmage 2018 
15. Fr Tom McDonald 
16. 2016 Diamond Jubilee (L-R) Frs Padraig Leonard,  

James Morrow, James Duncan, Seán O’Shaughnessy,  
Gerry Ryan, Enzo Agnoli 

17. Ordination 1958, Frs W.J Malone, Michael Reynolds 
18. Kilshane 1959 Taking luggage to the station 
19. Irish Congregation General Chapter 2012 (Back L-R):  

Frs Hugh de Blacam, Dick Olin, John O’Brien, Paddy Ryan, 
(Middle) Marc Whelan, Maurice Shortall, John Kilcrann, 
Martin Keane, John Fogarty, (Front) Edward Flynn,  
Colm Reidy, Vincent O’Grady, Martin Kelly, John  Kingston 

20. Fr Larry Shine, Nazareth House
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Catholic Committee for 
Cultural Collaboration C.C.C.C.

Fr Pat Palmer CSSp

T
he CCCC was established by 
the Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity in 1963. This 

was during the actual course of the 
Second Vatican Council and one of 
the Council’s major emphasis was 
the need for the Church to reach 
out to other Christian Churches. 
Ecumenism became one of the 
catch words of the Council. 

The purpose of the CCCC was “to 
examine how, in an efficient way, a 
service could be organized to link 
up with the principal Orthodox 
cultural centers with a view to 
supplying them with books and 
periodicals which were needed. The 
service should also look after 
scholarships given to Orthodox 
students in the ecclesiastical 
sciences”. Later on was added a 
broader aim of “focusing, making 
more frequent or establishing 
relations with the Orthodox 
Churches”. For close on a thousand 
years the Western Church and the 
Eastern Church had kept a 
suspicious distance from each 
other but now, as Pope John Paul II 
described it, the Church needed to 
breathe with its two lungs, the 
Western and the Eastern. 

The main activity of the CCCC was 
offering scholarships to members 
of the Orthodox Churches to study 
in Western Catholic centers. The 
aim was not to convert but to 
provide education. The centers 
chosen were Rome, Paris, 
Strasburg, Oxford, Dublin 
(Kimmage Manor), Fribourg, 
Louvain, Regensburg and 
Jerusalem. The scholarships were 
offered to members of the 
Orthodox Churches and the 
Ancient Eastern Churches.  

For over 30 years the House of 
Studies in Kimmage played host to 
Orthodox priests, seminarians, 
monks, Orthodox nuns and lay 

Catholics and Orthodox study together – House of Studies, Kimmage 2003

people. They came from Ethiopia, 
Greece, Egypt, Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Russia, Poland, India, Turkey, 
Lebanon, Syria and the U.S. They 
studied for degrees in theology, for 
one year diplomas, for 
qualifications in development at the 
KDSC. Many came for summer 
courses in English language. 

If it was meant to help in the 
education of Orthodox students, it 
was also an eye opener for their 
hosts in the West. We became 
aware of the sheer extent of the 
Orthodox Church, its extraordinary 
liturgies, its emphasis on the 

Trinity, its different views on the 
priesthood. Attending a Eucharist 
celebrated by Syrian Orthodox 
priests from India, we were 
listening to a language closest to 
the language of Jesus, Aramaic. 
But, most importantly of all, it 
reminded us that we are all 
Christians and that there are many 
different ways of living out our 
Christian faith and of worshipping 
God.

Spiritan Heritage & Archives Centre – Glowing Embers 

If it was meant to help in the education of Orthodox 
students, it was also an eye opener for their hosts in 
the West. We became aware of the sheer extent of 
the Orthodox Church, its extraordinary liturgies, its 
emphasis on the Trinity, its different views on the 
priesthood. 
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One Man’s Road to Rome
Fr Brendan Cogavin CSSp

E
very so often as you sift through the boxes of files 
in the archives you are reminded of the words of 
Pope Paul VI, “It is Christ who works in time and 

who writes his history, so that our pieces of paper are 
echoes and vestiges of this passage of the Lord Jesus in 
the world.” (Speech of Paul VI To the ecclesiastical 
archivists, Thursday, September 26, 1963). 

I came across an example of one such passage of Jesus 
in the world when I was looking through the 
correspondence of the first Spiritans to set foot on 
Ethiopian soil back in the early 1940s. A group of 
Spiritans from East Africa were dispatched to Addis 
Ababa to take over the management of the Catholic 
Church in Ethiopia after the expulsion of the Italians 
following the defeat of Mussolini’s forces in 1941. I 
became intrigued by one character in the story, a 
certain Rev. R.P. Redmond (Chaplain to the British 
Army, based in Cairo, non-Spiritan) who was in frequent 
correspondence with Fr. Kevin Devenish, CSSp. He 
seems to have been given the responsibility of putting 
things in order before the coming of the Spiritans. 

There wasn’t much about himself in the archives so I did 
some digging and found out that he had been an 
academic based in the English College in Rome and that 
he had volunteered as a military chaplain in 1940 and 
had served in East Africa and Italy. We don’t often hear 
of the exploits of military chaplains, even Spiritan ones, 
which we have highlighted in recent editions of Glowing 
Embers. A recent book by Dr. James Hagerty, No 
Ordinary Shepherds (2021) chronicles the various 
theatres of war and all the Catholic chaplains to the 
British Forces in the Second World War and attempts 
to redress the balance. Even in popular culture there 
isn’t much about Roman Catholic military chaplains – 
apart from Fr. Mulcahy in *M*A*S*H*. 

What follows are the words of Rev. R.P. (Patsy) 
Redmond as he progressed through Italy between 1944 

and 1945, as the Allied troops sought to liberate Monte 
Cassino and Rome. His experiences offer us a glimpse 
into what it meant to bring echoes of Christ into the 
lives of those who could die at any minute (including 
the chaplains themselves). 

Days after arriving from Sicily and the bridgehead of 
Anzio secured, he hangs around waiting for his next 
orders and eventually sets out to find his assigned army 
units: 

Thursday, June 1st 
There is not so much sign of devastation here at first, 
though the fields are ragged and uncultivated, a blaze 
of poppies and (we hear) littered with dead. Stick-
grenades and mortar bombs lie by the roadside. We 
pass the S. Lucia ravine and the shattered shell of 
Piedimonte, then the aerodrome and the side-lane 
leading to the ruin of Aqu ino : and we are through the 
Hitler Line. Traffic is heavy now and the road a mass of 
potholes : the dust of trucks and tanks rises in a choking 
cloud that dims out the Aurunci mountains on our left. 
In a copse near Roccasecca we scrounge a meal from 
Army H.Q. This Brigade is going to be hard to find – it is 
newly formed, so-nobody knows it. Eventually we learn 
that its flash is the hunting horn on green. We cross the 
Melfa and come in sight of Rocca d’Arce on a precipice 
guarding the pass, turn aside into the Coldragone 
woods, and find them leaguered among the young oak. 
Introductions and tea – they are very pleasant, and I 
choose me a nice tree and pitch my bed.  

… Fifth Army, linked with the Anzio show, are assaulting 
the strong German line in the Alban Hills They are 
separated from Eighth Army (which is us) by the 
tangled Volscian peaks and glens, through which the 
French with their Goums are battering their way. We on 
Route 6 are rather back still : but since his stand at Arce, 
the enemy seems to be in retreat – we have taken 
Frosinone and are reported forward to Ferentino, and 
everything is lined up for the thrust towards the 
Valmontone Gap. Back to Brigade, and learn at dinner 
that my hopes of getting all the lads together are 
dashed – we move tomorrow. So to bed in the warm 
June air.  

Friday, June 2nd  
Brigade H.Q. track is jammed with vehicles, so I turn into 
“X” Battalion’s field. We eat some sandwiches and then 
doze under a hedge while they are pulling in. When they 
are all settled I arrange for Mass, and we are soon fixed 
up in a corner of the field. A good Sergeant helps a lot – 
though he doesn’t know it, this Communion is his 
Viaticum.  

[…] “ D “ Coy unfortunately are a mile away, so I go over 
to them and give them Holy Communion under a 
camouflage net. Suddenly a shattering roar, another and 
another, splits into our devotions. As I walk down to the Redmond (far left) with Nuncio visiting prisoners of war
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car, I see the Mediums have moved into our field: red 
flame bursts from the long muzzles and the shocked air 
hits you like a blow. We drive bumpily over grass and 
tree-roots into our own leaguer – a charming grove of 
shrub-oak with a stretch of greensward on which to say 
my office. 

Saturday, June 3rd 
Chilly crack of dawn, as planned. We snatch some tea 
and dry bread from the rear party, and on the road at 
5.45. […] By the time we reach the Veroli turn we’ve 
already outdistanced Brigade. Alatri, crowns a high hill 
2,500 yards ahead – the M.P. on duty here tells me 
German snipers were still there a few hours ago – it 
behooves us to tread delicately : after all, there is no real 
need to go in front of our troops! The M.P. thinks so too, 
and makes his confession and Communion kneeling by 
the roadside. 

I locate our “ Y “ Battalion in some cornfields. They are 
only halting for a few hours, and it is impossible to 
gather them all together. So I say Mass in the stubble for 
H.Q. Coy, hear “ B “ Coy’s confessions and give them 
Holy Communion in a ditch : and they are off. We get 
some bread and cheese at Brigade, and then undertake 
to lead the medical convoy up to Alatri. 

Two miles below Alatri our Brigade sign has already 
been planted – we crash through the standing corn and 
bag a large fig-tree for our night’s rest.  

Sunday, June 4th  
” Z “Battalion. They were the noise-makers who 
clattered up the road late last night. They are only just 
stirring themselves from sleep, so I fix things up and say 
Mass for them. This is very satisfying – I have caught all 
the Battalions, even while on the move, within 48 hours, 
and feel very content. Only the gunners remain now. 
These lads had Mass off someone yesterday, but there 
are a few who missed, so I attend to them. Afterwards I 
crouch with the Sergeant over some tea in his truck 
while rain pelts down and peals of thunder mingle with 
the cannons’ roar. Returning past the 5.5’s, I am just 
walking under the long barrel when they pull the string 
and the tremendous clap of air nearly takes off my 
beret. Slightly stunned, I find the other Battery in 

another secluded glen. One Troop crouches in a three-
tonner for confessions and Communion as the rain pelts 
down again: the other Troop receives the consolations 
of Holy Mother Church dripping in a ditch. The prayers, 
which I always say out loud for them, are much 
interrupted by these slamming guns beside us. Then 
back through the wet to my car, very pleased to have 
finished that successfully. 

Monday, June 5th  
Now we move very slowly, jammed in convoy, […] which 
moves slowly through bomb-shattered Cave. It is dusk 
by the time we reach Palestrina, and we move forward 
into the dark. No one knows when or where we are to 
stop. 

Tuesday, June 6th  
– and round about 2 a.m. we pull off into a field. Guns 
are flashing all along our right flank, and this open 
Campagna gives you a very naked exposed feeling. But 
this is only a vague thought as I throw a blanket on the 
ground and fall straight asleep. Almost at once, it 
seems, rude voices break into our peace – barely an 
hour’s sleep and we must move on… I pull my boots on, 
shake Alan awake, heave the blankets back into the car : 
and off again. The strain of driving in the dark with no 
lights and jammed-up eyelids is even worse, but we 
grind on, losing all sense of time. About 5 a.m. we 
leaguer down at last in another field. I don’t know where 
we are, and I don’t care. The good earth engulfs me in 
sleep like a feather bed. 

8.30. Blink awake in the sunshine. We are in the 
Campagna all right – there ahead is Gennaro. Someone 
shouts out our location – we are five miles from Rome, 
on a side-road between the Nomentana and Tiburtina! I 
jump up as if the second bell was ringing – this is no 
time for lying abed. Over breakfast I learn that we’ll not 
move till after lunch. Nearly four years ago I remember 
thinking, as a vague romantic dream, of entering Rome 
in the van of a conquering army. Now is the chance, and 
by St Thomas we’ll do it, though all the whitehelmed 
M.P.’s in the U.S.A. try to stop us ! 

We turned on to the Via Tiburtina, and ran along past 
the dark cypresses of the Campo Verano, past bombed-
out San Lorenzo, through the Porta Tiburtina and into 
ROME. What can I say of that moment? The City was 
undamaged, the streets full of people, the shops open, 
the trees and gardens green, dignified and lovely… We 
drove down the Via Nationale, saw Piazza Venezia full of 
American jeeps and the Allied flags waving from 
Mussolini’s balcony, down Corso Vittorio, turned off at 
the Cancelleria, through the Campo, round the corner 
into the Monserra’, and with fierce triumphant blasts of 
our horn, swung into the cortile. And so, in sweat-
stained shirt and shorts, dusty boots and a khaki beret, I 
stepped out to occupy the Venerable English College… . 

We leave him here in Rome. He won’t be there for long 
as he continues to advance into Umbria and will be 
mentioned in dispatches. His military career ends in 
November 1945. The above extracts are taken from The 
Venerabile, November 1946 vol. XII. No. 3, pp. 200-211.

Redmond with Nuncio Cairo and German prisoners



Corrections and Additions 
It is a great service to us when we are informed of any 

inaccuracies in our productions and publications.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact us in this regard.  
This is how we learn and improve our collections. 

l Issue No. 11 – Page 5. The ‘Special Occasion’ photo should read 
Sr Maurie Doheny, Fr Kevin Doheny and Fr Tom Clyne, USA 
Province about to eat a meal together in the Doheny family 
home (c. 1970s) 

l Issue No. 11 – Page 16-17 ‘The history of the Irish Spiritan 
Provincial Archives’. After his appointment to the Archives in 
2005 Bro Ignatius Curry did much to modernise and update the 
systems. With the help of a grant from the Heritage Council of 
Ireland he installed mobile shelving and completed a 180 page 
inventory catalogue for it as well as catalogues for the filing 
cabinets, photo collection, province living and deceased list and 
the missionary annals – all of which are used to this day. 

Acquisitions 
l Fr John Flavin researched and 

donated a record of the CSSp 
Community at St Mary’s 
College, Rathmines 1890-2022 
(1916-1926 excluded). 

l Fr Matt Knight, Rockwell, 
donated a record of papers 
relating to ‘setting the record 
straight’ on the background 
and the circumstances of the 
life and death of Mr Brian 
Cusack. Brian entered the 
novitiate in Kilshane in 1936 
but fell ill and had to return 
home after only a few months. 
When it was realised that he 
was in danger of death the 
Congregation allowed him 
make a simple profession. 
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Spiritan Heritage & Archives Centre – Glowing Embers 

Des Mullan 1931-2021
Dr Séamus Maguire, Heritage & Archieves Centre

D
es Mullan a veteran 
newspaper contributor with 
the Independent Newspaper 

Group died during the Covid 
Lockdown on 26 May 2021. Des 
who at the height of his career was 
one of the country’s best known 
journalist’s began his career with 
the Midland Tribune and then 
moved on to the Munster Tribune 
where he ghost wrote a column for 
the War of Independence hero Dan 
Breen. He later worked for the Irish 
Press before moving to 
Independent Newspapers where he 
made a lasting impression. During 
his illustrious career he covered the 
Second Vatican, 1962-65 and the 
Six Day Arab-Israeli War in 1967. 
But it was in 1968 when he visited 
the Biafran enclave during the 
Nigerian Civil War that he truly 
found his calling as an eye witness 
to the starving refugee victims of 
war. It was there that he first met 
members of the Spiritan 
Congregation from whose aid 
efforts the NGO Africa Concern 
(Concern Worldwide) emerged. He 
became a faithful friend of both and 
penned many articles over the 
years publicising their involvement 

in various fields of endeavor such 
as famine relief, refugee aid, 
education, business training, 
rehabilitation of the disabled, health 
care etc in Nigeria, Ethiopia, 
Zambia and Sierra Leone among 

others. He was for a period of time 
a deputy editor of the Evening 
Herald newspaper and later 
became the paper’s political 
correspondent until his retirement 
in 1996.

Des Mullan interviewing Biafran leader, Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu, c. 1968



Stewardship includes all aspects of  
the Province’s heritage.   

Special attention will be given to  
libraries, archives and our  

spiritual patrimony. 
Irish Chapter 2012, No. 52


