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WELCOME

As we come to the close of
another year, I am deeply
grateful for the generosity and
faith that sustain our mission.
Through your prayers,
support, and partnership, we
continue to bring hope and
compassion to those most

in need. In a world often marked by uncertainty, our shared
belief in Christ’s love reminds us that light always overcomes
darkness.

This newsletter offers a glimpse of the lives transformed
through your kindness and the work we do together in
Walking with the Poor. Thank you for walking with us in faith,
service, and solidarity. May God bless you and your loved ones
abundantly in the season ahead.

W

Fr Brendan Carr, CSSp
Provincial



Making a difference in thefilds.

MISSION IN
MOZAMBIQUE

We want to share a heartfelt word of thanks
to all our friends and supporters in Ireland.
Thanks to your generosity, the appeal raised
over €31,000 — a tremendous help to our
mission here in Mozambique.

For quite some time, our progress had been slowed by
a lack of funds, but your support has breathed new life
into our work. One of our main projects now underway
is the introduction of a drip irrigation system. It’s

a simple yet incredibly effective way to bring water
directly to the roots of each plant — no drop wasted,
fewer weeds, and much healthier crops.

At the moment, we’re drawing water from three
different sources: a borehole with a submersible pump
and two nearby rivers. To make this sustainable, we’re
turning to solar power to pump water from the rivers.
We’re also installing a 10,000-litre tank on raised
pillars, which will allow us to continue watering plants
through the night as our cultivated area expands.

We’ve been able to buy and import much-needed

agricultural equipment, which is already making a
difference in the fields. With better tools and greater
capacity, we’re now storing and treating maize seeds
so that we can share them with remote communities
as they prepare for the new planting season.

Your kindness is helping us move forward faster than
we ever could have on our own. Every euro is making a
visible difference — not just in crops and equipment,
but in hope and opportunity for the people we serve.
From all of us here in Mozambique, thank you
sincerely for your continued support and prayers.

Fr John Kingston, CSSp

The fruits of the labour.

Youth collect organic waste

Last June in Rome, Pope Leo XIV reminded young
people that they are “the sign that a different
world is possible.” The underprivileged youth of
Brazil share that same hope amid the poverty and
social marginalisation of the peripheries of the
cities. We Spiritans continue to stand with them —
living among the poorest, sharing faith, skills, and
encouragement in places where life is far from easy.

Inspired by Laudato Si’ and guided by Fr Pat Clarke
CSSp (Dublin), a new door has opened through the
Favela Reciclorganico project. Its aim is to raise
ecological awareness and nurture a new generation
of environmentally conscious youth who know they
are not forgotten but who are empowered to care for
their communities.

Linked to the Spiritan Ecological Retreat Centre,
the project operates across three favela parishes in
Sao Paulo. Young people, guided by leaders, take
part in simple but effective initiatives — collecting
rainwater to irrigate shared gardens, recycling
plastics and paper, and above all, separating and
gathering organic waste from homes using buckets
provided by the project. These buckets have become
symbols of shared responsibility and belonging.

Each week, more than 200 buckets — nearly half
a ton of organic waste — are brought to compost
structures at the Retreat Centre and in community
green spaces. The resulting compost enriches the

BUCKETS OF HOPE & RENEWAL IN BRAZIL

soil for planting vegetables, herbs, and fruit. During
weekend workshops, youth learn about ecology,
practical sustainability, and prayerful reflection,
before distributing the fresh produce to favela
families, particularly children in need of

better nutrition.

The young eco-recyclers of Favela Reciclorganico
are true signs of hope. Their work fosters friendship,
dignity, and faith in a better future while caring for
God’s creation. As Pope Francis reminds us, “We
must hear both the cry of the Earth and the cry of
the poor.” The Spiritans continue to echo that cry —
walking with the poor and keeping the door of hope
open for all.

Fr Brendan Foley, CSSp

Learning about ecology.




A NEW CHAPTER
IN TALLAGHT'S
PARISHES

Earlier this year, Frs John Skinnader and John
Correra were appointed to serve the three parishes of
Springfield, Brookfield, and Jobstown in the Tallaght
area — a community rich in history and full of spirit.
While the area faces many challenges, including
poverty, addiction, and social isolation, it is also a
place of great hope, resilience, and faith.

In recent years, many new migrant and immigrant
families have made their homes here. Each weekend,
the four churches across the three parishes welcome
parishioners from all over the world to celebrate Mass
together — a beautiful sign of faith that

crosses every boundary and brings new life to

parish communities.

Springfield Parish, where we are living, was
established in 1975 and continues to be a vibrant
centre of activity. Across the three parishes, many
initiatives are reaching out to those most in need.
Crosscare, the diocesan social agency, supports
vulnerable individuals and families and is hoping

to open a community coffee shop to help combat
loneliness and isolation. Traveller Youth Services
provide essential programmes for Traveller families,
while in Springfield, Sr. Teresa of the Loreto
community works with girls at risk of leaving school
through the HSE Community Scheme and offers a
dedicated counselling service for young women.

In Brookfield, the local community centre recently
hosted the “Tree of Hope” blessing — a moving
moment of solidarity and remembrance — and
continues to provide vital support for those in
recovery through its drug rehabilitation services.

The Vine Youth Group, full of energy and enthusiasm,
celebrates its “Vine Mass” each month, drawing
young people together in faith and friendship. Across
the ten schools in the three parishes, there is ongoing
work to support confirmation classes, retreats, and
outreach to parents — all helping to nurture faith in
the next generation.

These are communities with challenges, yes — but
also with deep faith, compassion, and a growing sense
of belonging. As we look forward to Christmas, we give
thanks for all who serve, support, and pray for the
people of Springfield, Brookfield, and Jobstown — and
for the new life of hope taking

root here.

Fr John Skinnader, CSSp

A place of history and spirit.

50 years a growing!
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CULTURE NIGHT 2025 AT KIMMAGE MANOR

Kimmage Manor celebrated Culture
Night 2025 with an evening of music,

art, and heritage showcasing the Spiritan
Congregation’s rich cultural legacy.

In September, Kimmage Manor hosted a
celebration of the Spiritan Congregation’s
rich musical and artistic heritage, organised
by the Spiritan Heritage & Archives Centre
and the Spiritan Promotions Office.

ORGAN RECITAL — CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Guests enjoyed an inspiring organ recital
performed by Fr Tony Sheridan CSSp, in
the beautiful Romanesque church — a true
highlight of the evening.

TOUR & EXHIBITION

Visitors explored the church’s historic
stained-glass windows and a special
exhibition, Echoes of Our Heritage,
featuring musical memorabilia, artefacts,
and an audio-visual presentation of

the Gaelic Choir made up of Holy Ghost
Seminarians.

The event was free and warmly received by
all who attended.
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Story of missionary
Is found on city street

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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UNEARTHED MEMORIES:
THE DISCOVERING OF A LOST PHOTO
ALBUM OF A MISSIONARY PRIEST

Receiving a photo album of a missionary
priest holds significant archival value,

as it offers a unique and personal insight
into the life, work, and experiences of the
individual. Such albums often capture
moments of cultural exchange, religious
outreach, and community involvement,
providing a historical record of the priest’s
contributions to both faith and society.

These images can document the priest’s journey
across different regions, showcasing the landscapes,
people, and traditions encountered in various
mission fields. Moreover, the photo album serves as
a valuable resource for understanding the social and
historical context of the time, shedding light on the
broader religious, cultural, and humanitarian efforts
of missionary work.

In early 1987 the Limerick Leader received such a
photo album that had been found in Roches Street

in Limerick. The album, weathered and worn,

was filled with black-and-white snapshots, each
capturing moments of dedication and devotion of a
missionary priest. Its unexpected discovery sparked
curiosity—whose hands had held it, and why was it
left behind?

When in June of that year the newspaper wrote a
piece including some of the photos in a bid to reunite
the album with its owner the provincial archivist,

Fr Leo Layden, was made aware of its existence and
arranged for it to be collected.

When received in the archive the missionary father
was identified as Fr Philip Judge (1907-1942).
Finishing his secondary education in Rockwell he
entered the novitiate at Kimmage in 1924. Ordained
in 1932 he was appointment to Nigeria and stationed
at St Mary’s, Port Harcourt. He very soon got actively

FROM THE ARCHIVES

involved in all aspects of mission life, especially
with young people and with the lepers at St Patrick’s
Mission, Bodo. He believed in having events and
personalities recorded by the camera and a selection
of these photos were sent home to his family and
mounted in the album.

Despite being damaged by water a glance through
the album allows us to sample the life of a young
missionary in Nigeria at the time when the cathedral
was being built in Onitsha as a symbol of the church
coming of age there. He is remembered as being
selfless and untiring in his travels through broiling
bush to bring spiritual aid to his flock and no matter
where he worked in Onitsha, Port Harcourt, Aguleri,
Nsukka this capacity to give was his distinguishing
feature. Fr Phil died after a brief illness at the age of
34 and it was recorded that ‘his funeral was a mighty
cortege, perhaps the mightiest ever seen in Onitsha.
The people of Onitsha insisted on carrying the coffin
the whole long way to the grave, for Fr Judge had
worked among them and they had learned his worth’.

So how did the album end up abandoned on Roches
Street in Limerick over forty years after the last photo
was taken. Fr Phil’s file records that he was born

in Sexton Street, Limerick which leads onto Roches
Street. One possibility is that it was discarded by
someone who inherited it but never felt a personal
connection to the album. Time and circumstance
could have caused it to be misplaced or forgotten

entirely. Sitting in a box in an attic of a house being
cleared out it may well have got left behind as part of
the transition.

As an archival object, this album will become an
important tool for researchers, historians, and future
generations to explore the interconnectedness of
faith, history, and global outreach

Sources: RJR; RCA 1942, Missionary Annals, ISR, J3, Limerick
Leader 1987
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If you would like to support our work you can make a donation by cash,
cheque or postal order made out to Congregation of the Holy Spirit or by
credit/debit card:

Please specify amount:

Name:

Address:

Name on Card:

Card Number:

Expiry Date: CVV#

Signature:

Description:

Contact us at promotions@spiritan.ie or by phoning 01 406 3090

From time to time we would like to send you our If you decide at any time that you would like to
latest newsletter or let you know about other change how you hear from us, or you don’t want to
opportunities to help. Phone and email are efficient hear from us again, that’s fine. Please let us know by
and cost effective ways for us to contact you. email at promotions@spiritan.ie or by phone to

01 406 3090.

I’'m happy to receive email. My email address is:

One of the most powerful ways that you can
help us make a difference is by leaving a

Gift in your Will. By doing so, you can ensure
that those in need will continue to receive the
help and support they need.

I’'m happy to receive phone calls or texts.

My phone number is:

If you’d like to learn more, please contact us at
For further details on how we store and use your promotions@spiritan.ie or call Grainne at
information, please visit www.spiritan.ie/privacy- 01406 3090

policy.



